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GERMAN-ISRAELI COOPERATION IN CANCER RESEARCH 

Call for Project Pre-Proposals 
 
 
A. AREAS OF COOPERATION 

As part of the German-Israeli Cooperation Program (BMBF-MOST) framework in Cancer Research, 
the Israeli Ministry of Science, Technology and Space (MOST) in coordination with the German 
Cancer Research Center (DKFZ), hereby announce that German and Israeli scientists are invited to 
submit joint pre-proposals for research projects on all topics related to cancer research, except for 
clinical trials which are not suitable for this program. 
 
B. MODE OF COOPERATION 

Cooperation will take the form of planning, conducting and evaluating research as well as conducting 
mutual visits between the two laboratories for the purpose of facilitating the research. 
 
C. LEVEL OF FUNDING AND PROJECT DURATION 

a. Duration of Project: 
The research projects submitted on the basis of this Call for Pre-Proposals (CfPP) should be 
planned for a period not exceeding three years. However, DKFZ and/or MOST reserve the right 
not to fund a second or third year of research for scientific-professional, administrative, 
budgetary or policy reasons.  
 

b. Budget: 
It is the intention of the Parties to support up to a total of 6 joint projects under this Call for 
Proposals (CfP). 
The annual budget for the Israeli partner for each of the projects can be up to 43,000 Euro. 
Funding for the approved projects is subject at all times to continued budget availability.  

 
c. Starting Date: 

The planned starting date for the projects to be approved on the basis of this CfP is – July 1, 
2018. 

 
D. ELIGIBILITY  

i. Projects must be led by a Principal Investigator (PI) from each country, who must be 
affiliated with an Academic Institution meaning – in Israel –  

ii. An accredited institution of higher education in Israel, according to the Council for Higher 
Education Act, 1958.  

iii. A Research Institute recognized as such by the Israel Science Foundation (ISF). 
iv. A Research Institute which is a nonprofit organization. 
v. A Research Institute which is a government company or a governmental unit. 
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For the purposes of this Call a "research institute" means an institute whose main activity is the 
advancement of cutting-edge scientific knowledge, which possesses appropriate infrastructure 
and equipment and which employs researchers who, inter alia, publish articles related to their 
research in leading scientific journals and who present their research at international symposia. 

 
a. Israeli Principal Investigator 

 
An Israeli PI may apply for funding under the framework of this program providing that a period 
of at least two years will exist from the end of the last period of funding as PI until the starting of 
the new one. 
Note that failure to submit the final report for a previous project in a timely manner constitutes 
grounds for the rejection of an application for a new project.  

 
b. Partnering with a German Principal Investigator 

 
The proposed project must be carried out in close cooperation between the Israeli PI and a 
German partner affiliated with the DKFZ. 

 
Partner at the DKFZ: Prospective Israeli applicants are requested to communicate with 
researchers at the DKFZ and to find a potential partner prior to submission of the project 
proposal.  
 
Updated information on the DKFZ, including details on the research directions and priority 
topics of its various programs, can be found at the website: www.dkfz.de. 
 
Researchers having difficulties in finding a partner at the DKFZ may ask for assistance from 
either one of the Program Coordinators, Dr. Hagit Schwimmer, Deputy Chief Scientist at MOST 
or Prof. Dr. Peter Angel, Head of Division Signal Transduction and Growth Control (copy to Mrs. 
Susanne Schunk, Manager of the DKFZ-MOST Cooperation) see below contact information. 
 
 Applications for assistance should include: name and address (affiliation) of the Israeli 

principal investigator (including e-mail, telephone and fax numbers); 
 Title of the subproject proposed; 
 Short summary (1-2 pages) of the applicant’s project proposal; 
 Description of specific aspects of the joint research project for which the applicant is seeking 

a partner, including the expected contribution of the partner and the mode of cooperation 
envisaged. 

 
E. PROVISIONS 

1. Intellectual Property Rights 
It is strongly recommended that the German and Israeli research teams and their institutions 
enter into agreements regarding intellectual property rights prior to the start of collaborative 
activities. 
 

2. Scientific Reports: 
a. An individual annual report for each research team involved in a subproject, signed only by 

the respective Israeli or German Principal Investigator(s), should be submitted to each of the 
appropriate administrative office by January 31st of each year. The scientific report based on 
the scientific work done during the preceding year will serve as one of the criteria for the 
decision whether or not to extend funding for an additional year.  
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Workshops: Both German and Israeli PIs are obligated to present the research activities 
covered by their annual report in an annual workshop.  

b. Within two months of the project's conclusion, a concise final report covering the work 
carried out during the entire project period will be submitted to both MOST and the DKFZ as 
a Joint Concluding Report of Cooperative Project signed by both the Israeli and German PIs. 
The final report (up to two pages) should present the main objectives, results and conclusions 
of the joint project, covering both the Israeli and German subprojects and their cooperative 
aspects.  

c. Additional interim progress reports are required, according to the practices and regulations 
of each country, as specified in the research contracts. 

 
3. Mutual Visits 

Participating researchers are encouraged to spend an extended period of time visiting their 
counterparts’ institutions. Visits funded under this Call may only be made to the counterparts' 
institution. In exceptional cases, in which the PIs wish to carry out visits in a third country or 
institution, they must receive written approval in advance from DKFZ or MOST, respectively. 
 

4. Additionally, applicants are referred to the general project terms at 
https://www.bmbf.de/de/israel-297.html 

 
 

 
F. SPECIAL PROVISIONS REGARDING THE ISRAELI APPLICANTS 

All procedures and activities under this Call or the projects approved hereunder, including the 
eligibility of institutions via which applications must be filed, are subject to the standard MOST 
Procedures Regarding International Collaborative Scientific Projects and Scholarships Funded by 
MOST and to the MOST Standard Contract for Scientific Projects (both documents referred to 
hereinafter as "the standard terms").  
Applicants are required to familiarize themselves with the standard terms before filing an application 
under this Call; filing an application constitutes a declaration that the applicant has done so and 
agrees to be bound by the provisions thereof. 

 
G. EVALUATION AND SELECTION 

a. The pre-proposals will be evaluated by a scientific review board that will submit its 
recommendations to the Joint Scientific DKFZ-MOST Program Committee (the "Committee"). 

b. The Committee will select approximately 15 pre-proposals whose applicants will be invited to 
submit full proposals. 

c. Evaluation of the project pre-proposals will be based on the following main criteria:  
 Originality and scientific quality 
 Probability of fruitful interaction and cooperation between the Israeli and German partners 
 Conformity with defined cancer research 

 

H. GUIDELINES FOR SUBMISSION OF PRE-PROPOSALS 

1. Final Date for Submission of Pre-proposals – July 27, 2017 at 23:59 (local time). All application 
materials must be received by MOST or DKFZ, respectively, by that time. 

2. Pre-Proposals should be submitted simultaneously by both the German and Israeli principal 
investigators to MOST or DKFZ, respectively. If only one partner organization receives the pre-
proposal, it will not be considered for funding. 

https://www.bmbf.de/de/israel-297.html
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3. The joint pre-proposals, in English, should be submitted on the appropriate forms together with 
the CV of both the German and Israeli applicants. Applications must include citations of the five 
most important publications of each applicant in the last five years.  
The detailed budget of the proposed project does not need to be included in the pre-proposal.  

 
4. Application forms are obtainable at MOST website (www.most.gov.il), from the Research 

Authorities of the universities in Israel and from the website of the German-Israeli Cooperation 
(www.cogeril.de). The use of the updated forms is obligatory. 
 

5. Instructions for Israeli researcher: 
Israeli PI's should submit proposals in English by email using the application form to the 
following email address: Germany@most.gov.il (in "pdf" format duly signed, along with a 
working copy in "doc" format without signatures). The proposals should actually reach the 
above mentioned email address by Thursday July 27th, 2017 at 23:59 (local Israel time), and 
will not be accepted under any circumstances after the specified date and hour. Proposers 
are hereby advised that no human answers will be available after 15:30 of the said day. 

Because of technical constraints, an email over 20 megabytes will not be received. If the email 
and its attachments exceed 20 MB, it must be split. Shortly after submitting the email the 
applicants should receive an automatic reply acknowledging its receipt. If an email confirming 
receipt is not received, the applicant must approach MOST contact persons detailed below to 
make sure the email was duly received. It is solely the sender's responsibility to receive 
confirmation that the email was actually received, whether by automatic reply or personal 
confirmation. As technical problems are possible, it is strongly recommended to submit the 
application well in advance of the application deadline.  

A valid project application consists of the application form duly filled in and signed, together 
with all the necessary application documents required from each side of a joint research 
team, submitted respectively to the Project Management Agency in Germany and to MOST in 
Israel. If the applications are not duly received both in Germany and in Israel by the date 
and hour indicated above, the project will not be accepted. 

 
6. The German researcher must file his/her application with the DKFZ by e-mail (in "pdf" format 

duly signed, along with a working copy in "doc" format without signatures) on the relevant 
application form (For DKFZ scientists (only) the forms may be downloaded from the DKFZ 
Intranet). 

Address for submission: 
Mrs. Susanne Schunk  
Management of the Israel cooperation DKFZ 
E-mail: susanne.schunk@dkfz.de 
Tel: +49-6221-424499 
Fax: +49-6221-424498 

 
I. GUIDELINES FOR SUBMISSION OF INVITED FULL PROPOSALS 

The guidelines set out in section H will apply to the submission of invited full proposals, subject to 
the following provisions:  

 
1. The final date for submission of invited full proposals – November 29th, 2017 at 23:59 (local 

time). All application materials must be received by MOST or DKFZ, respectively, by that time. 
2. Invited full proposals must include detailed project budgets.  

http://www.most.gov.il/
http://www.cogeril.de/
mailto:Germany@most.gov.il
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3. When submitting the full proposals each applicant should suggest five external reviewers ("referees") in 
a separate file. However, the Committee reserves the right to select the referees and is not obligated to 
select those proposed by the applicant. A partner in a joint publication or collaborative research project 
with an applicant within the past five years as well as colleagues from the same institution cannot be 
recommended as a referee.  

4. Full proposals should be submitted simultaneously by both the German and Israeli principal 
investigators to MOST or DKFZ, respectively. If only one partner organization receives the 
proposal, it will not be considered for funding. 

5. The joint full proposals, in English, should be submitted on the appropriate forms according to 
the instructions in the forms.  

6. Instructions for Israeli researcher: 
Israeli PI's should submit proposals in English by email using the application form to the following 
email address: Germany@most.gov.il (in "pdf" format duly signed, along with a working copy in 
"doc" format without signatures). The proposals should actually reach the abovementioned 
email address by Wednesday, November 29th 2017 at 23:59 (local Israel time), and will not be 
accepted under any circumstances after the specified date and hour. Proposers are hereby 
advised that no human answers will be available after 15:30 of the said day. 
Because of technical constraints, an email over 20 megabytes will not be received. If the email and its 
attachments exceed 20 MB, it must be split. Shortly after submitting the email the applicants should 
receive an automatic reply acknowledging its receipt. If an email confirming receipt is not received, 
the applicant must approach MOST contact persons detailed below to make sure the email was duly 
received. It is solely the sender's responsibility to receive confirmation that the email was actually 
received, whether by automatic reply or personal confirmation. As technical problems are possible, it 
is strongly recommended to submit the application well in advance of the application deadline.  

A valid project application consists of the application form duly filled in and signed, together 
with all the necessary application documents required from each side of a joint research team, 
submitted respectively to the Project Management Agency in Germany and to MOST in Israel. If 
the applications are not duly received both in Germany and in Israel by the date and hour 
indicated above, the project will not be accepted. 

In addition, Israeli PI's should send also 2 hard copies of their proposals by Monday, December 
4th, 2017 to the following MOST address: 

Mr. Avi Anati 
Deputy Director General for Planning and Control  
Ministry of Science, Technology and Space 
“German-Israeli Cancer Research Call for Proposals 2017” 
Clermont Ganneau St., Begin Government Offices 
Building 3, 3rd Floor, Room 309 
P.O.B. 49100, Jerusalem 9149002 
Tel: 02-5411170/173/800, E-mail: avi@most.gov.il  
 
Duly signed proposals may only be submitted via the Research Authorities or the 
management of the eligible institutions by which the projects are to be carried out.  

 
7. The German researcher must file his/her full proposal with the DKFZ in "pdf" format duly signed, 

along with a working copy in "doc" format without signatures which may be sent to the DKFZ by 
e-mail. 

8. The full proposals will be evaluated, rated and approved by the Committee, taking into 
consideration the professional external reviews by the referees (see above), based on the 
following criteria: 

mailto:Germany@most.gov.il
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 Importance of scientific question and originality of the project 
 Quality of plan of investigation and innovative potential of the theoretical and 

methodological approaches 
 Feasibility - The ability to implement the proposed research and Quality of preliminary work 
 Mode of cooperation 
 The appropriateness of the scientists involved in the project 
 

J. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Additional information can be obtained from the following: 
 
For Israeli researchers: 
On scientific and professional matters: 
Dr. Hagit Schwimmer 
Deputy Chief Scientist 
Tel: 02-5411128 
Fax: 02-5322124 
E-mail: hagits@most.gov.il  
 
On administrative and financial matters: 
Ms. Shani Edri 
Department Head, Division for International Relations 
Tel: 02-5411133 
Fax: 02-5825725 
E-mail: shanie@most.gov.il  
 
For German researchers: 
On scientific and professional matters: 
Prof. Dr. Peter Angel 
Coordinator of the DKFZ-MOST Cooperation 
Head of Division Signal Transduction and Growth Control 
Tel: +49-6221-424570 
Fax: +49-6221-42 4554 
E-mail: p.angel@dkfz.de  
 
On administrative matters: 
Mrs. Susanne Schunk  
Management of the DKFZ-MOST Cooperation 
Tel: +49-6221-424499 
Fax: +49-6221-424498 
E-mail: susanne.schunk@dkfz.de  

 

mailto:hagits@most.gov.il
mailto:shanie@most.gov.il
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